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For flower crops, apply any lime and fertilizer
recommended before or at planting. Additional
applications of fertilizer may be necessary for
some flowers as the season progresses. Some
guidelines on fertilization follow.

You can calculate the amount of fertilizer that
will supply a given amount of nutrient as follows:

If 20 lb of nitrogen are needed from
a 5-10-15 fertilizer,

then (20 lb × 100) ÷ 5 = 400 lb

where
•  20 lb is the amount of nitrogen needed,
•  5 is the percent nitrogen in 5-10-15,

and
•  400 lb is the amount of 5-10-15 to apply.

If application areas are relatively small,
convert recommended rates to pounds per 1000
square feet by dividing by 44.

Example:
400 lb/acre ÷ 44 (1000 ft2/acre)

= 9 lb/1000 ft2
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Additional information
can be obtained from an

NCDA&CS regional agronomist
or the local

Cooperative Extension office.

Chrysanthemums, Narcissus and
Peonies

In addition to the nutrients
recommended on the soil test
report, side dress with 20 to 40
lb/acre of both N and K

2
O after

the flowers are cut.

Gladioli

The recommended rate of preplant fertilizer is a
general rate suited for all situations. However,
planting hot-water-treated cormels, or corms
produced from such stock,  in fumigated soil is
a special situation. In such a case, you can as
much as double the recommended rate. The
plants, and not disease-causing organisms, will
thrive on the additional fertilizer.

Add boron to the preplant fertilizer at the rate
recommended. A deficiency of boron can lower
quality later in the season. A preplant application
of this micronutrient prevents this possibility.

Sidedress planting stock and cormels with 15 lb
N and 60 lb K

2
O per acre at the two-

leaf stage and at intervals of 3 to 4
weeks until mature.

When stock begins to flower,
sidedress with 30 lb per acre of both
N and K

2
O at the two-leaf and five-

leaf stages of growth. Apply an
additional 20 to 40 lb N per acre after
the spikes are cut to complete corm
development.

Dahlias

When disease-free tubers are
planted in fumigated soil, you
can safely double the recommended rate of
preplant fertilizer.  When tubers are not disease
free and the soil is not fumigated, the extra
fertilizer benefits disease-causing organisms more
than the dahlias. Either way, boron is
recommended.

There are two ways to apply boron to dahlias.
One is to mix boron with the preplant fertilizer
at a rate to supply 2 lb per acre. The other is to
apply a foliar spray at the rate of 0.1 lb of actual
boron per acre per application and to repeat
this treatment at 10- to 14-day intervals.

Use caution, however. It is easy to apply too
much boron. Excessive amounts cause the
foliage to burn.

When plants are about knee high, topdress with
a 1-2-3 or 1-1-4 ratio fertilizer to supply nitrogen
at the rate of 20-40 lb per acre. Too much
nitrogen may increase foliar growth at the
expense of flowers.


